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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF INDIA 
CIVIL APPELLATE JURISDICTION 

     CIVIL APPEAL NOs.                        OF 2025
                         [arising out of SLP (C) Nos. 8799-8800/2025]                  

 
SAHIL GARG                                         APPELLANT
                                VERSUS

VAULT LIQUOR PRIVATE LIMITED & ORS. ETC.             RESPONDENTS

WITH

      CIVIL APPEAL NOs.                         OF 2025
                         [arising out of SLP (C) Nos. 8919-8921/2025]                  

 
UNION TERRITORY OF CHANDIGARH & ORS. ETC.       APPELLANTS

                                VERSUS

M/S. KLER WINES & ORS.  ETC.                          RESPONDENTS

O R D E R

1.     Leave granted.

2.     These  appeals are directed against the common interim orders dated

March 26, 2025 passed by the Division Bench of the High Court of Punjab and

Haryana  at  Chandigarh  on  three  writ  petitions1.  The  writ  petitioners  are

respondents  in  these  appeals  and,  having  appeared  on  caveat,  are  duly

represented. 

3. We have heard learned Solicitor General for the appellant-administration,

Dr.  Singhvi  and  Mr.  Sundaram,  learned  senior  counsel  for  the  appellants-

allottees,  and  Mr.  Rohatgi  leading  Mr.  Patwalia  and  Mr.  Bali,  learned  senior

1  CWP Nos. 8637, 8642 and 8672 of 2025
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counsel for the writ petitioners. 

4. The impugned order has proceeded to grant interim relief while directing

the writ petitions to be listed on 3rd April, 2025 “at the top of the urgent list”.

The part of the order which has left the appellants aggrieved reads as follows:

“ ...

Insofar as the present writ claims are concerned, the
parties are directed to maintain status quo in respect
of the liquor vends, for the year 2025-26, till the next
date of hearing.

...” 

5. The  net  result  of  such  interim  order  is  that  implementation  of

allotments made under the Excise Policy 2025-2026 has been restrained

and as a direct consequence thereof, 97 liquor vends which were allotted

through e-auction stand frozen from 1st April, 2025, i.e., today, till at least

3rd April, 2025 for the present.

6. If indeed the High Court had found a  prima facie case for grant of

interim  relief  and  the  other  conditions,  viz.  balance  of

convenience/inconvenience and sufferance of irreparable loss and injury,

were also satisfied so as to call for grant of such relief, we would have

expected the High Court  to  at  least  record  some reason(s),  howsoever

brief, evincing application of mind to the contentions urged on behalf of

the  writ  petitioners  in  support  of  their  prayer.  Unfortunately,  the  High

Court has recorded no such satisfaction.

7. It is only on this short ground that we feel inclined to set aside that

part of the impugned order of the High Court restraining implementation of

allotments made under the Excise Policy 2025-2026. Ordered accordingly.

8. On 3rd April, 2025, the parties shall appear before the High Court. If
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the High Court finds any respondent in the writ petitions to have not been

served with notice, it may pass direction for fresh notice to be issued and

make it returnable within a week from date.

9. Within a period of a fortnight from date, the parties shall complete

their pleadings and immediately on the following date, but subject to its

convenience,  the  High  Court  may  take  up  the  writ  petitions  for  final

hearing and disposal.

10. We make it clear that at the stage of final hearing, the appellants

who are the allottees shall not claim any equity in their favour and the

High Court shall be free to decide the writ petition based on the merits of

the rival contentions.

11. If, for any reason, the High Court is disabled to finally dispose of the

writ petitions by the end of this month, it may consider the question of

grant of interim relief but if any such relief is granted, the High Court must

support its conclusions with cogent reasons.

12. All contentions on merit are, however, kept open for the parties to

agitate before the High Court.

13.  The appeals are, accordingly, disposed of on the aforesaid terms.

14.  Pending application(s), if any, stand closed.

…..........................J.
[DIPANKAR DATTA]

.............................J.
[MANMOHAN]

New Delhi;
April 01, 2025.
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ITEM NO.67 +68              COURT NO.14               SECTION IV-B

               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Petition(s) for Special Leave to Appeal(C) No(s). 8799-8800/2025

[Arising out of impugned final judgment and order dated 26-03-2025
in CWP No. 8637/2025 26-03-2025 in CWP No. 8642/2025 passed by the
High Court of Punjab & Haryana at Chandigarh]

SAHIL GARG                                         Petitioner(s)

                                VERSUS

VAULT LIQUOR PRIVATE LIMITED & ORS.                Respondent(s)

IA No. 79453/2025 - EXEMPTION FROM FILING C/C OF THE IMPUGNED 
JUDGMENT

With
Special Leave to Appeal(C) No(s). 8919-8921/2025
 
Date : 01-04-2025 These matters were called on for hearing today.

CORAM :  HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE DIPANKAR DATTA
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE MANMOHAN 

For Petitioner(s) : Mr. Aryaman Sundaram, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Pranav Krishna, AOR
Mr. Naresh Jain, Adv.
Mr. Varun Dewan, Adv.
Mr. Jaigopal Yadav, Adv.
Mr. R.S. Lakshman, Adv.
Mr. Yadwinder Singh, Adv.
Mr. Sahil Garg, Adv.

Mr. Tushar Mehta, Solicitor General
                   Mr. Kanu Agrawal, Adv.
                   Mr. Bhuvan Kapoor, Adv.
                   Mr. Krishna Kant Dubey, Adv.
                   Mr. Shreekant Neelappa Terdal, AOR

                   
For Respondent(s) :Mr. Mukul Rohtagi, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. P.S. Patwalia, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Puneet Bali, Sr. Adv.
                   Mr. Pragyan Pradip Sharma, Sr. Adv.
                   Ms. Natasha Dalmia, AOR
                   Ms. Devanshi Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Aditya Soni, Adv.
                   Mr. Hardik Jain, Adv.
                   Mr. Rustam Chaudhuri, Adv.
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                   Ms. Shambhavi Singh, Adv.                   
                                 
                   

Mr. Abhishek Manu Singhvi, Sr. Adv.
Mr. Aseem Chaturvedi, Adv.
Mr. Amit Bhandari, Adv.
Mr. Arsh Alok, Adv.
M/s. Khaitan & co., AOR

Mr. P.S. Patwalia, Sr. Adv. 
                   Mr. Chritarth Palli, AOR                        
                   
                  
          UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                             O R D E R

1. Leave granted.

2. The appeals are disposed of in terms of the common signed order.

3. Pending application(s), if any, stand disposed of.

(JATINDER KAUR)                                   (SUDHIR KUMAR SHARMA)
P.S. to REGISTRAR                                COURT MASTER (NSH)

[Signed order is placed on the file]


		2025-04-02T13:07:37+0530
	JATINDER KAUR




