
ITEM NO.21               COURT NO.2               SECTION PIL-W

               S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F  I N D I A
                       RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS

Writ Petition(s)(Civil) No(s).83/2010

FEDERATON OF LEPY.ORGAN.(FOLO) & ANR.              Petitioner(s)

                                VERSUS

UNION OF INDIA & ORS.                              Respondent(s)

WITH
W.P.(C) No.1151/2017 (PIL-W)

(IA No. 38224/2020 - INTERVENTION APPLICATION)
 
Date : 30-07-2025 These petitions were called on for hearing today.

CORAM :  HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE SURYA KANT
         HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE JOYMALYA BAGCHI

For Petitioner(s) :Ms. Rashmi Nandakumar, AOR
                   Ms. Dhvani Mehta, Adv.
                   Ms. Yashmita Pandey, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. V.K. Garg, Sr. Adv.
                   Ms. Mayuri Raghuvanshi, AOR
                   Mr. Vyom Raghuvanshi, Adv.
                   Ms. Akanksha Rathore, Adv.
                                      
For Respondent(s) :Mrs. Anil Katiyar, AOR
                   Ms. Sushma Suri, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shuvodeep Roy, AOR
                   Mr. Deepayan Dutta, Adv.
                   Mr. Saurabh Tripathi, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Brijender Chahar, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Maroria, AOR
                   Ms. Agrimaa Singh, Adv.
                   Mr. Raghav Sharma, Adv.
                   Mr. Bhuvan Kapoor, Adv.
                   Mr. Shalinder Saini, Adv.
                   Ms. Sunita Sharma, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Kiran Kumar Patra, AOR
                   Mr. Preetish Sahu, Adv.
                                      
                   Ms. Deepanwita Priyanka, AOR
                   Mr. Satyalipsu Ray, Adv.
                   Ms. Priyal Sheth, Adv.
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                   Mr. V. N. Raghupathy, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Nishe Rajen Shonker, AOR
                   Mrs. Anu K Joy, Adv.
                   Mr. Alim Anvar, Adv.
                   Mr. Santhosh K, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Baani Khanna, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Siddhant Sharma, AOR
                   Ms. Osheen Bhat, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Sravan Kumar Karanam, AOR
                   Mr. Kumar Nikhil, Adv.
                   Ms. M. Harshini, Adv.
                                      
                   Mrs. Garima Prashad A.A.G. (Sr. Adv.)
                   Mr. Adarsh Upadhyay, AOR
                   Ms. Pallavi Kumari, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashank Pachauri, Adv.
                                      
                   Ms. Shraddha Chirania, Adv.
                   Mr. Kunal Vajani, Adv.
                   Mr. Kunal Mimani, AOR
                                      
                   Ms. Aishwarya Bhati, A.S.G.
                   Mr. Raghav Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Chitrangda Rastravara, Adv.
                   Mr. Bhuvan Kapoor, Adv.
                   Ms. Saudamini Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. V Mohana, Adv.
                   Mr. N Visakamurthy, Adv.
                   Mr. Varun Chugh, Adv.
                   Mr. Krishna Kant Dubey, Adv.
                   Mr. Mukesh Kumar Verma, Adv.
                   Mr. Shreekant Neelappa Terdal, AOR
                   
                   M/s.  K J John And Co, AOR
                   Mr. Jagjit Singh Chhabra, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Asmita Singh, AOR
                   Ms. Asmita Singh, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Sanjai Kumar Pathak, AOR
                   Mrs. Shashi Pathak, Adv.
                   Mr. Arvind Kumar Tripathi, Adv.
                   Ms. Shweta Jayshankar Dwivedi, Adv.
                   Ms. Smriti Singh, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Santosh Krishnan, AOR
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                   Ms. Ankita Sharma, AOR
                   Mr. Arjun D. Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Ishika Neogi, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. Sunny Choudhary, AOR
                   Ms. Rashmi Singhania, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Shrirang B. Varma, Adv.
                   Mr. Siddharth Dharmadhikari, Adv.
                   Mr. Aaditya Aniruddha Pande, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Shibashish Misra, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Sansriti Pathak, AAG
                   Mr. Rohit K. Singh, AOR
                   Mr. Pritam Bishwas, Adv.
                   Mr. Yashveer Singh, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Basava Prabhu S Patil, Adv. Gen. (Sr. Adv.)
                   Mr. Sameer Abhyankar, AOR
                   Mr. Rahul Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Arijeet Shukla, Adv.
                   Mr. Aakash Thakur, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. T. Harish Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Shubham Kothari, Adv.
                                      
                   Mr. Varinder Kumar Sharma, AOR
                                      
                   Mr. Aravindh S., AOR
                   Mr. Aman Gautam, Adv.
                   Ms. Jyoti P, Adv.                  
                   
                   Mr. Basava Prabhu S Patil, Adv. Gen. (Sr. Adv.)
                   Mr. Sameer Abhyankar, AOR
                   Mr. Rahul Kumar, Adv.
                   Mr. Arijeet Shukla, Adv.
                   Mr. Aakash Thakur, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. Gurmeet Singh Makker, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Anando Mukherjee, AOR
                   Mr. Shwetank Singh, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mrs. Garima Prashad A.A.G. (Sr. Adv.)
                   Mr. Adarsh Upadhyay, AOR
                   Ms. Pallavi Kumari, Adv.
                   Mr. Shashank Pachauri, Adv.
                   
                   Mr. V. N. Raghupathy, AOR
                   
                   Mr. Pukhrambam Ramesh Kumar, AOR
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                   Mr. Karun Sharma, Adv.
                   Ms. Rajkumari Divyasana, Adv.                   
                   
                   Ms. Eliza Barr, Adv.
                   Ms. Disha Singh, AOR
                                      
                   Ms. Shraddha Chirania, Adv.
                   Mr. Kunal Vajani, Adv.
                   Mr. Kunal Mimani, AOR                   
                   
                   Mr. Manish Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Kumar Saurav, Adv.                   
                   
                   Mr. G.M. Kawoosa, Adv.
                   Mr. Pashupathi Nath Razdan, AOR
                   
                   Dr. Abhishek Atrey, AOR
                   Mr. Ajay Bahuguna, Adv.
                   
                   Mrs. Anil Katiyar, AOR
                   
                   Ms. Deepanwita Priyanka, AOR
                   Mr. Satyalipsu Ray, Adv.
                   Ms. Priyal Sheth, Adv.
                                      
                   Ms. K. Enatoli Sema, AOR
                   Mr. Amit Kumar Singh, Adv.
                   Ms. Chubalemla Chang, Adv.
                   Mr. Prang Newmai, Adv.
                   
                   Ms. Radhika Gautam, AOR

                   Mr. Nagendra Kumar, AOR

                   Mr. Guntur Pramod Kumar, AOR
                   Mr. Dhruv Yadav, Adv.

                   Ms. Sugandha Anand, AOR
                   Mr. Bhargava Ravikumar, Adv.

                   Mr. A.M. Tripathi, AOR
                   Mr. T.K. Nayak, Adv.

                   Mr. Rajat Kapoor, Adv.
                   Mr. Arvind S. Avhad, AOR
                   
          UPON hearing the counsel the Court made the following
                             O R D E R

1. In these petitions filed in public interest highlighting the

discriminatory,  derogatory  and  demeaning  provisions  in  various
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Statute, Rules/Regulations and instructions etc. against leprosy

affected/cured persons, we passed a speaking order dated 07.05.2025

directing the Chief Secretaries and the Law Secretaries of all the

States to constitute a Committee of three officers from Law and

Justice Department, preferably to be headed by an officer in the

rank of Principal District Judge. The said Committees were to be

constituted in consultation with Hon’ble the Chief Justice of the

High Courts. Such Committees were then directed:

“4(i)  All  the  State  Laws,  pre  or  post  Constitution
where  the  discriminatory  expressions  in  respect  of
leprosy affected or cured persons are still part of the
statute book. 

(ii)  Such  Regulations,  Statutory  Rules  or  Bye-Laws
where similar provisions have been incorporated, shall
also be identified. This exercise shall further include
the  Regulations  formulated  under  different  Statutes,
Service Rules enacted under proviso to Article 309 of
the  Constitution  as  well  as  Bye-Laws  framed  under
different Statutes like Cooperative Societies Act.”

2. As a follow-up action, the Committees were further directed to

make recommendations to the State Government for suitable amendment

in  the  Statute/Regulations/Rules/Bye-laws  or  instructions  and  a

further direction was issued to the States to comply with those

recommendations.

3. The  States/Union  Territories  of  West  Bengal,  Karnataka,

Arunachal Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, NCT

of Delhi, Andaman & Nicobar, Dadar & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu,

Tamil  Nadu  and  Chandigarh  have  filed  compliance  affidavits

regarding constitution of the Committees. The compliance reports

from the remaining States, however, are still awaited.

4. We direct the remaining States to do the needful within two
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weeks and submit a compliance affidavit.

5. All those States, where Committees have been constituted, it

goes  without  saying  that  such  Committees  must  initiate  steps

immediately in terms of paragraphs 4 and 5 of our order dated

07.05.2025.

6. The Chief Secretaries of all the States shall submit a status

report with regard to the follow-up action taken by them pursuant

to the recommendations made by the Committees. The needful shall be

done within one week before the next date of hearing.

7. We are informed that the National Human Rights Commission has

also independently examined this issue and has either made some

recommendation or submitted a report.

8. The Registry is directed to send a copy of this order to the

Secretary, National Human Rights Commission, who shall furnish the

details to this Court after getting prior approval of the learned

Chairman of the Commission.

9. Learned counsel for the States/Union Territory of Puducherry,

Mizoram and Kerala states that they have also filed a compliance

report, which is not on record. The Registry to tag the same with

the paper-book.

10. Post the matters for further consideration on 12.11.2025.

(ARJUN BISHT)                                   (PREETHI T.C.)
ASTT. REGISTRAR-cum-PS                        ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
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