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ORDER

We have heard learned Senior Counsel(s)/Counsel(s) for
the parties, especially the Committee constituted by this
Court, headed by Ms. Mukta Gupta, learned Senior Counsel,
and Mr. S.D. Sanjay, Convenor/Coordinator.

2. At the outset, we have been informed that in terms of
the earlier order dated 22.05.2026, all the States were
required to register an FIR wupon receipt of any
information regarding any missing person.

3. Today, we are shocked to learn that some of the States
are under the impression that the expression “person”
refers only to children and does not include adults. We
find this to be a deliberate and mala fide bogey raised by
such States. The 1language of our earlier order 1is clear
and unambiguous. The expression “person” means every
person, irrespective of age or gender. If any State/Union
Territory has failed to comply with the order in its true
letter and spirit, notice of contempt shall be issued to

the concerned Chief Secretary and Director General of
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Police. They shall remain personally present before this
Court and file their respective show-cause affidavits
explaining why they should not be proceeded against and
punished for their deliberate defiance and non-compliance
with the orders of this Court.

4. At this stage, we record that Mr. S.D. Sanjay, who was
earlier representing the Union of India as the 1learned
Additional Solicitor General and is now holding the office
of the Advocate General for the State of Bihar, is
requested to continue as the Convenor/Coordinator for the
present exercise. Since he is no 1longer representing the
Union of 1India, Ms. Archana Pathak Dave, learned
Additional Solicitor General, shall represent the Union of
India. Accordingly, she is also made a member of the
Committee.

5. We have been informed that two Zonal Consultation
Meetings have already been held and that the third meeting
is scheduled to be held on 8'" August, 2026. Three more
meetings are proposed to be held thereafter, which would
take about one month’s time. It has also been submitted
that all stakeholders and agencies concerned with, or in
any manner connected to the issue in hand shall be invited
to participate in such Consultation Meetings.

6. We have also been informed that substantial progress

has been made in the exercise.
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7. Mr. Divyam Aggarwal, learned counsel, who has been
assisting the Committee as a Consultant, shall continue to
assist the Committee in the said capacity.

8. We find that the Union Territory of Ladakh has not
filed any response as reflected in the Office Report as
well as according to the learned Consultant. Accordingly,
a personally affirmed affidavit shall be filed by the
Chief Secretary and the Director General of Police, Union
Territory of Ladakh explaining why appropriate action
should not be taken against them for such non-compliance.
9. All the States/Union Territories, which have not filed
their affidavits despite the earlier directions of this
Court are, prima facie, in contempt. Accordingly, notice
of contempt shall be issued to the Chief Secretaries and
Director Generals of Police of the concerned States/Union
Territories. They shall remain personally present before
this Court and file their respective show-cause affidavits
explaining why proceedings for contempt should not be
initiated against them for their failure to comply with
the specific directions issued by this Court.

10. Ms. Archana Pathak Dave, learned Additional Solicitor
General, is requested to communicate the concern of this
Court to the concerned agencies with regard to the
integration of all the relevant portals across the

country. The said exercise shall be completed within six
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weeks.

11. As we find that members of the Bar are showing keen
interest in assisting this Court in the matter, we request
the Committee to receive and consider the suggestions made
by all such learned Advocates.

12. List the matter on 05.10.2026 at 2.00 p.m.

(POOJA SHARMA) (ANJALI PANWAR)
AR-CUM-PS ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
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